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PURSUING POST-POLL TRUTH: ON ORDERING PROBE 

INTO BENGAL VIOLENCE 
Court order on CBI probe is a blow against violent electoral triumphalism in West Bengal 

 Political violence has long been a feature of West Bengal politics. Whether it is due to a sense of mass 

empowerment, or an outcome of political awareness, or the partisan nature of electoral politics, the phenomenon has 

been a subject of debate as well as a cause for concern. Post-election violence, however, stems from the victor’s sense of 

entitlement and triumphalism, making it more condemnable and far less spontaneous than the frequent confrontations 

that mark the State’s political scene. The latest round of violence broke out soon after the declaration of results of the 

State Assembly elections on May 2. The Calcutta High Court has ordered a Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) probe 

into incidents of rape and murder that took place during this post-poll violence, while other incidents will be probed by a 

special team of State police officers. Both the probes will be under the court’s supervision. The verdict by a five-judge 

Bench is a welcome denouement to days of fierce recriminations by the ruling Trinamool Congress and the Opposition 

led by the Bharatiya Janata Party over the incidents. It is a reflection of the state of affairs in the State that there is a 

dispute over how bad the violence was and how long it lasted. To make matters worse, the Mamata Banerjee 

government claimed that the violence was brought under control as soon as the party assumed office on May 5, giving 

the impression that three days of mayhem brooked no response from the police. 

 The court’s decision to get the National Human Rights Commission to form a panel, including representatives of 

the State Human Rights Commission and the State Legal Services Authority, to make a field assessment was contested by 

the State government, but the report the exercise yielded confirmed large-scale and widespread violence, much of it by 

ruling party supporters against their political adversaries. The main judgment by Acting Chief Justice Rajesh Bindal has 

explained the reasons for handing over the probe to the central agency: the lack of concrete action, the absence of first 

information reports, or diluted ones registered after a committee had pointed out such cases, and the tendency to 

downplay many cases. Further, when faced with allegations of police apathy and inaction, only an investigation by an 

independent agency will inspire confidence. In a separate opinion, Justice I.P. Mukerji said that there was nothing to 

show that the ruling party intended to promote political violence, but agreed that the CBI probe was needed to ensure a 

fair investigation into heinous crimes. The State government may appeal against the verdict, but the doubt cast on the 

ruling party’s commitment to the rule of law is genuine. An impartial investigation may not only result in credible 

prosecutions but also be a much-deserved blow against the culture of violence and post-election triumphalism in West 

Bengal. 

 

 pursue (verb) – engage in, conduct, take part in, take 

up (an activity). 

 blow (noun) – shock, surprise; setback/misfortune. 

 (strike) a blow against (phrase) – to act against 

something; to oppose something; reject, resist, stand 

against. 

 triumphalism (noun) – boastfulness, self-assertion, 

self-satisfaction, excessive pride, extreme self-

confidence, chutzpah, chest-thumping, chest-beating; 

an attitude or a belief that a particular doctrine, 

religion, culture, social system is superior to and 

should triumph all over others. 

 feature (noun) – quality, attribute, trait, aspect, 

factor, element. 

 due to (phrase) – because of, owing to, on account of, 

causedby. 

 empowerment (noun) – authorization, accreditation; 

authority, power provided to do something. 

 partisan (adjective) – biased, prejudiced, one-sided. 

 phenomenon (noun) – situation, occurrence, event, 

happening. 

 as well as (phrase) – and also, and in addition. 

 cause for concern/worry (phrase) – reason to worry. 

 stem from (phrasal verb) – originate from, arise/come 

from, emanate from. 

 entitlement (noun) – allowance, allocation, allotment, 

grant. 

 condemnable (adjective) – objectionable, censurable, 

lamentable, unjustifiable, discreditable, disgusting. 

 far (adverb) – very much, considerably, markedly, 

significantly. 

 spontaneous (adjective) – unplanned, 

unpremeditated, impulsive; automatic, involuntary, 

instinctive. 

 confrontation (noun) – clash, fight, conflict, tussle, 

encounter. 

 mark (verb) – indicate, signify, represent, denote. 

 break out (phrasal verb) – flare up, begin/start 

suddenly, erupt, burst out. 

 supervision (noun) – observation, inspection, 

guidance. 

 bench (noun) – a court of law with a number of 

judges. 
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 denouement (noun) – the end result of a situation; 

the very end of a story; outcome, consequence, end 

result, ending, climax. 

 fierce (adjective) – aggressive, cut-throat, intense, 

vehement, uncontrolled. 

 recrimination (noun) – a situation in which people are 

accusing each other; an act of accusing someone who 

has accused you; mutual accusation(s), counter-

accusation(s), countercharge, counterattack, 

retaliation. 

 reflection (noun) – indication, display, demonstration, 

manifestation. 

 state of affairs (phrase) – condition, situation, 

circumstances. 

 last (verb) – continue, go on, remain, persist, exist. 

 to make matters worse (phrase) – to make a difficult 

situation even more difficult; aggravate, compound, 

exacerbate. 

 impression (noun) – feeling, notion, idea, thought, 

opinion. 

 mayhem (noun) – disorder, turmoil, chaos, havoc, 

disorganization. 

 brook (verb) – tolerate, put up with, endure, 

allow/accept (something like dissent/difference of 

opinion). 

 National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) (noun) – 

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of 

India was established on 12 October, 1993. The 

statute under which it is established is the Protection 

of Human Rights Act (PHRA), 1993 as amended by the 

Protection of Human Rights (Amendment) Act, 2006. 

The NHRC is a Statutory public body and it is an 

embodiment of India’s concern for the promotion and 

protection of human rights. 

 State Human Rights Commission (noun) – A State 

Government may constitute a body to be known as 

the (name of the State) Human Rights Commission to 

exercise the powers conferred upon, and to perform 

the functions assigned to, a State Commission. A State 

Commission may inquire into violation of human 

rights only in respect of matters relatable to any of the 

entries enumerated in List II (“State List”) and List III 

(“Concurrent List”) in the Seventh Schedule to the 

Constitution. 

 National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) (noun) – 

The National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) has 

been constituted under the Legal Services Authorities 

Act, 1987 to provide free Legal Services to the weaker 

sections of the society and to organize Lok Adalats for 

amicable settlement of disputes. The Chief Justice of 

India is the Patron-in-Chief. 

 State Legal Services Authority (noun) – In every State 

a State Legal Services Authority is constituted to give 

effect to the policies and directions of the Central 

Authority (NALSA) and to give legal services to the 

people and conduct Lok Adalats in the State. State 

Legal Services Authority is headed by the Chief Justice 

of the State High Court who is its Patron-in-Chief.  

 contest (verb) – oppose, object to, challenge, dispute. 

 exercise (noun) – task, assignment; operation. 

 yield (verb) – produce, provide, furnish. 

 widespread (adjective) – extensive, 

rampant/sweeping, prevalent. 

 adversary (noun) – rival, enemy, nemesis, opponent. 

 acting (adjective) – substitute, deputy; temporary, 

short-term. 

 hand over (phrasal verb) – pass, assign, transfer.  

 lack of (noun) – absence, deficiency, scarcity. 

 concrete (adjective) – definite, specific, definitive; 

factual, actual/real. 

 first information report (FIR) (noun) – a written 

document prepared by the police when they receive 

information  about the commission of a cognizable 

offence. 

 diluted (adjective) – weakened/reduced. 

 point out (phrasal verb) – identify, mention, indicate, 

draw attention to. 

 tendency (noun) – inclination, disposition, leaning, 

penchant.   

 downplay (verb) – play down, underemphasize, 

understate; make something to look less 

important/significant. 

 allegation (noun) – charge, accusation, indictment. 

 apathy (noun) – disregard, lack of interest, unconcern. 

 inaction (noun) – inactivity, negligence, disregard. 

 have nothing to show (phrase) – to have achieved 

nothing; haven’t gotten much benefit/advantage 

from. 

 heinous (adjective) – horrible, disgraceful, shameful, 

contemptible, hateful, shocking. 

 appeal (verb) – call on, ask, petition. 

 cast (verb) – cause. 

 cast doubt on (phrase) – to cause something to be 

viewed with doubt or uncertainty. 

 commitment (noun) – allegiance, adherence, 

dedication, faithfulness. 

 impartial (adjective) – unbiased, unprejudiced, 

neutral, non-partisan, non-discriminatory, equitable, 

without favouritism. 

 result in (phrasal verb) – cause, bring on, bring about, 

call forth, give rise to. 

 credible (adjective) – acceptable, trustworthy, 

reliable, dependable; believable, plausible, 

reasonable. 

 prosecution (noun) – legal action, legal proceeding, 

legal case. 
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CURBING DELTA: ON THE VARIANT THAT DRIVES 

INDIA’S COVID-19 INFECTIONS 
Increasing vaccination and monitoring of new variants are essential in fighting the pandemic 

 The overall number of coronavirus cases in India is on a downward trajectory though around 35,000 cases 

continue to be added almost daily. Nearly three in four of these infections are from Kerala and Maharashtra with the 

former — once heralded as the model State in tackling the pandemic — contributing close to 60% of the national total. 

There may be several reasons why this is the case and one of the conjectures is that newer variants may be playing a 

significant role. A weekly update from the Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genomics Consortium (INSACOG), a repository of labs 

tasked with monitoring variants of the coronavirus, says that the Delta variant remains most responsible for the 

continuing spread of infections in India. The INSACOG collects a percentage of coronavirus-positive samples for analysis 

from all States and of the nearly 50,000 samples analysed for their genetic composition, about two thirds — 30,230 — 

were among the internationally classified Variant of Concern or Variant of Interest (VoC/VoI). Of these, nearly 20,000 

were the Delta variant (AY.2) and about 5,000, its associated lineages (AY.1 and AY.3). Because they contain mutations 

that help the virus avoid detection by the immune system, the lineages of the Delta variant are driving spikes in 

infections worldwide. Globally, there are believed to be 13 sublineages of Delta with characteristic genetic mutations. 

AY.1, AY.2 and AY.3 are the predominant ones. 

 Concerning as this variant is, it should not be forgotten that the purpose of the existing vaccines is to prevent 

hospitalisation and mortality, and the limited evidence so far is that vaccine coverage has played a role in keeping 

hospitalisation in most States to manageable levels as well as allowing normalisation of economic activity. Unless there is 

a dramatic fall in susceptible hosts globally, it is unlikely that transmission will obliterate itself. India’s Drugs Controller 

General has now approved a three-shot vaccine, ZyCoV-D, for use in those 12 and above. The interim efficacy data of this 

vaccine shows that it has only 66% efficacy which is lower than what most of the other vaccines delivered in their trials. 

Zydus Cadila also has not published phase-3 results from the trials and so it is quite uncertain if the vaccine will 

meaningfully curb transmission but may well be effective in boosting India’s vaccine arsenal, cutting disease and saving 

lives. The INSACOG still monitors too few a proportion of coronavirus samples given that India has the second highest 

numbers globally. Improving coverage and increased vaccination continue to remain the best bets against the pandemic. 

 

 curb (verb) – control, contain, restrict, limit. 

 delta variant/B.1.617.2 (noun) – Formally known as 

AY.2 or B.1.617.2, it’s a variant of the coronavirus, 

first identified in India, is renamed as the ‘Delta 

variant’ by the World Health Organization (WHO) and 

this variant is reclassified as Variant of Concern 

(VOC). The B.1.617.1 strain has been reclassified to a 

Variant of Interest (VOI) and labelled variant “Kappa”. 
 variant (noun) – different or form or version or 

mutant of something (virus). 

 vaccination (noun) – treatment with a vaccine to 

protect against a particular disease; immunization. 

 downward (adjective) – moving toward a lower level; 

descending, falling, sinking, sliding. 

 trajectory (noun) – track/course, route, path, 

direction, approach. 

 (be) heralded (verb) – acclaim, praise, applaud, 

commend. 

 conjecture (noun) – surmise, notion, thought, 

speculation, supposition. 

 play a part/role (phrase) – contribute to, be 

instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 Indian SARS-CoV2 Genomic Consortia (INSACOG) 

(noun) – INSACOG refers to the Indian SARS-CoV-2 

Genome Sequencing Consortia. The INSACOG 

consortium of scientists, spanning 10 labs across the 

country, and involved in sequencing genomes of 

coronavirus samples in different States, had been 

giving regular updates on the threat from new strains 

to the government. (Consortia is a plural form of 

consortium). 

 repository (noun) – central (storing) place, storing 

place, reservoir. 

 task (verb) – assign a work to. 

 composition (noun) – structure, formation. 

 Variant of Concern (VoC) (noun) – A variant for 

which there is evidence of an increase in 

transmissibility, more severe disease (e.g., increased 

hospitalizations or deaths), significant reduction in 

neutralization by antibodies generated during 

previous infection or vaccination, reduced 

effectiveness of treatments or vaccines, or diagnostic 

detection failures. 

 Variants of Interest (VoI) (noun) – A variant with 

specific genetic markers that have been associated 

with changes to receptor binding, reduced 

neutralization by antibodies generated against 

previous infection or vaccination, reduced efficacy of 

treatments, potential diagnostic impact, or predicted 

increase in transmissibility or disease severity. 
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 lineage (noun) – sequence. 

 delta plus variant (noun) – Formally known as AY.1 

or B.1.617.2.1, it’s a variant of Delta (B.1.617.2), 

which was first identified in India. It has an additional 

mutation called K417N, which has previously been 

identified in the Beta variant (first found in South 

Africa) and the Gamma variant (first detected in 

Brazil). These variants are characterised as being 

highly infectious and may reduce the potency of 

vaccines. 

 AY.3 variant (noun) – a new sub-lineage of Delta 

variant. 

 mutation (noun) – a significant and basic 

“alteration/variation” in the DNA sequence. 

 spike (noun) – a sharp increase. 

 characteristic (adjective) – distinctive, particular, 

specific,  

 predominant (adjective) – main, most important, 

more powerful. 

 vaccine (noun) – a biological preparation that 

improves immunity to a particular disease. 

 mortality (noun) – (in a particular time/for a cause) 

the rate/number of death; death, loss of life. 

 so far (phrase) – until now, up to the present, up to 

this point. 

 as well as (phrase) – and also, and in addition. 

 normalisation (noun) – the process of bringing 

something (e.g. economic activity) back to a normal 

condition. 

 dramatic (adjective) – considerable, substantial, 

appreciable, significant. 

 fall (noun) – decrease, decline, reduction. 

 susceptible (adjective) – vulnerable. 

 susceptible host (noun) – susceptible individual; 

Susceptibles have been exposed to neither the wild 

strain (type/variant) of the disease nor a vaccination 

against it, and thus have not developed immunity.  

 unlikely (adjective) – doubtful, implausible, 

improbable, questionable. 

 obliterate (verb) – destroy, wipe out, abolish, 

demolish, annihilate (something utterly). 

 Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) (noun) – 

Drugs Controller General of India (DCGI) is a 

department of the Central Drugs Standard Control 

Organization (CDSCO) of the Government of India 

responsible for approval of licences of specified 

categories of drugs such as vaccines, and etc. in India. 

Drugs Controller General of India, comes under the 

Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. DCGI also sets 

standards for the manufacturing, sales, import, and 

distribution of drugs in India. 

 shot (noun) – injection, inoculation (of a 

vaccine/drug).  

 ZycoV-D Vaccine (noun) – a three-dose “plasmid 

DNA” candidate vaccine being developed by 

Ahmedabad-based Zydus Cadila. It is a vaccine that 

uses a genetically engineered, non-replicating version 

of a type of DNA molecule known as a ‘plasmid’. If 

approved by the regulator, ZyCov-D will be the 

world’s first DNA vaccine against infection with SARS-

CoV-2. 

 interim (adjective) – provisional, temporary, 

transitional.   

 efficacy (noun) – In medicine, the ability of an 

intervention (for example, a drug or surgery) to 

produce the desired beneficial effect; effectiveness, 

efficiency, power. 

 trial (noun) – test, pilot study, experiment (phase 1, 

2,3, and or human/clinical trial). 

 phase-3 trial (noun) – In phase 3 trial, the vaccine is 

given to thousands of people to confirm its safety – 

including rare side effects – and effectiveness. These 

trials involve a control group which is given a 

placebo. 

 phase 2 trial (noun) – In phase 2 trial, the vaccine is 

given to hundreds of people so scientists can learn 

more about its safety and correct dosage. 

 phase 1 trial (noun) – In phase 1 trial of clinical 

testing, the vaccine is given to a small group of 

people to determine whether it is safe and to learn 

more about the immune response it provokes. 

 human trial/clinical trial (noun) – a type of research 

that studies new tests and treatments and evaluates 

their effects on human health outcomes. 

 uncertain (adjective) – unknown, unpredictable. 

 arsenal (noun) – array, range, line-up, collection (of 

resources). 

 too few (phrase) – not enough. 

 proportion (noun) – portion, percentage, quantity. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 

account, bearing in mind. 

 bet (noun) – option, choice, alternative, course of 

action, plan. 
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